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Middletown Through the Decades
the playing of Billiards and all other games,ó in the 
Springs Bottling House.

1876
 Foreclosure proceedings against the Middletown 
Springs Company.
 Spring Valley Cheese Company opens.

1877
 M.E. Vail sells his General Store to Fred Bar-
rett.
 Arrest warrant made out against Dr. Oscar F. 
Thomas for performing an abortion.
 School Board purchases Springs Bottling Plant 
for $1,200 to serve as the town 
school.
 Croquet craze sweeps 
town.
 Local resident, Hi-
ram T. Lawton, patents 
improvements to platform scale.

1878
 Potato bug devastates crops.
 E. Lefþngwell opens a tinshop.
 òLightening Rodsó installed on many houses and 
barns by traveling salesmen.
 Town votes to return to the School District sys-
tem.
 Montvert Hotel is put up for auction, no one buys 
it, and it ceases operations.

1879
 January 1: Alonzo & Mary Gates arrested for 
selling òintoxicating liquorsó at the Valley Hotel.
 Middletown Telegraph Company in operation.
 Seven schools in session.
 Second Advent Church organized by Elder C. 
Kingsley.

1880
 Middletown Population: 823
 Montvert Hotel sold to the Montvert Hotel Co., 
Ltd., of New York City, and re-opens.

1881
 March 15: All three listers resign.
 March 28: New listers elected.

(cont. on pg. 3)

F  or the sixth year in a row, Jon Mathewson
has put together an exhibit showing an over-
view of Middletown during twenty years. This 

yearõs exhibit covered the exciting period from 1872 
to 1891.
 During those two decades, the A.W. Gray & 
Sons factory was producing at an all-time high, the 
Montvert Hotel enlivened summer life in town, and 
the school system went from a collection of one-room 
school houses to a single school in the village. Farmers 
completed the transition from sheep and wool produc-
tion to cows and milk. Two cheese factories operated 
in town at the time.
 The exhibit is currently on display, along with 
the exhibits on Middletownõs history from 1761ð 1891, 
at the Historical Society.
 As in the past, Jon has included a timeline 
with the exhibit, tracing what was happening in each 
year.

1872
 New road proposed from Danby to Poultney, 
through Middletown.
 Voters authorize Selectmen to repair old Town 
Hearse, or buy a new one.
 A. W. Gray 
patents a òMachine 
for Corrugating 
Metal Plates.ó

1873
 The Adams House opens as a hotel on the 
green.
 A.W. Gray & Sons factory changes from water 
power to steam power.
 In a contentious decision, voters drop the School 
District system in favor of a single village school, but 
vote to retain the sixteen highway districts.
 A.W. Gray patents òLinks of Endless Chains for 
Horse-powers.ó

1875
 April 29: Post Ofþce changes name from òMiddle-
town ò to òMiddletown Springs.ó
 Ladies Library Association founded.
 Voters authorize Selectmen to buy a new hearse 
for $250.
 Ninety petitioners ask Selectmen to òforbid 
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 PRESIDENTõS CORNER

MARY D. GETTEL, 93, died July 15 in Rutland.  Born 
in New York City, Mary was graduated from Barnard 
College in 1934 and from Katherine Gibbs School in 
1935.
 She married William Dabney Gettel in 1941. He 
died in 2006.
 Mary worked as an administrator in the music 
department of the City College of New York,  where 
her husband taught.   They retired to Middletown 
Springs in the early Nineteen Seventies.
 Mary was a deacon and secretary at Middletown 
Springs Community Church, volunteered at the the 
library and at Hildene and was a member of the 
Middletown Springs Historical Society. 
 Survivors include a son, Coutland Gettel; a 
granddaughter and grandson.

GARDNER HOPWOOD, 83, died August 28 in Colchester, 
Vermont. òHoppyó was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and 
grew up in Middletown Springs. He attended Rutland 
High School and Norwich University, class of 1945. 
He served in the U.S. Army in the Philippines during 
WWII and attained the rank of 1st Lieutenant. He 
married Beverly Daniels in 1944 and later earned his 
B.S. in mechanical engineering from both Norwich 
and the University of Vermont.
 In 1949 Hoppy purchased a small telephone 
company in Alburg and over the next 20 years acquired 
several other independent telephone companies 
in Vermont. After these were sold to Continental 
Telephone Co., he stayed on as state manager for 
several years.
 In 1967, Gardner, with Howard Delano, co-
founded Pine Ridge School in Williston, where he 
served as executive director and headmaster until his
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Coming Events
Sun., Sept. 23 7 p.m. Annual Meeting

Sun., Oct. 21 1 ð 4 p.m. Museum Open House & 
Donor Celebration

In Memoriam

 Quite a bit has been going on at the Middletown 
Springs Historical Society in recent months.
 In the Mineral Springs Park, volunteers from 
the Historical Society and the Middletown Springs 
Conservation Commission have gathered to pull, 
yank, and otherwise uproot invasive species. At þrst 
we concentrated on garlic mustard, a small aromatic 
plant that has popped up everwhere, crowding out 
other wildÿowers. Next, we yanked out mounds of 
honeysuckle from all corners of the Park, sometimes 
with the help of a special six-foot root wrench, which 
nearly effortlessly pulls up large rootstock. A good, 
hardworking time was had by all.
 Inside the historic Adams House, volunteers 
have been repainting the dining room, which serves 

as a meeting place for a wide variety of organizations. 
The last time the room was painted, we believe, was 
about a quarter of a century ago. As of this writing, 
the þrst coat of the new colors have been painted, 
and oh boy, does it look great.
 Many thanks to all who have taken time out 
of their busy summer schedules to help with these 
projects.
 A good time to see the newly painted room 
will be at the Annual Meeting, a dessert potluck, on 
September 23, beginning at 7:00 p.m.
 Personally, I can hardly wait for the colder 
months, when we will concentrate on collections care 
again!

ñ Jon Mathewson

Trustees Adopt
Mission Statement

 A committee of Trustees met in July to discuss 
the mission of the Society and to draft a Mission 
Statement. At their August 2nd meeting, the Board 
of Trustees voted unanimously to adopt the following 
statement:
 The mission of the Middletown Springs His-
torical Society is to promote the understanding 
and appreciation of the changing history of 
Middletown Springs, and to encourage local 
historic preservation. The Society realizes its 
mission by researching, interpretating, and 
publishing facts and stories of the town's his-
tory and genealogy; by collecting, conserving, 
and exhibiting local artifacts; by acquiring 
and preserving signiþcant historic places; and 
by engaging the public through educational 
programs and collaborations with local, state, 
and national institutions.
 The Board will work during the coming year on a 
long range plan based on the vision expressed in the 
Mission Statement.

Recent Donations
 A wooden churn manufactured by Eugene.W. 
Gray was purchased recently thanks to a donation 
by Margaret Fowler, earmarked for òacquisition of 
historic artifacts related to Middletown Springs.ó
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